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1 – Issues    
1.1 Objectives

	Objectives
	Progress towards achieving objectives

	Visicast will develop, evaluate and apply 

realistic virtual humans (avatars) to the generation of European deaf sign languages. The gesture description language and the associated real-time virtual humans will be used in the human-computer-interface of many applications. It will

In the Applications Work Packages 

1. Enhance the status of Europe’s deaf citizens by improving their access to public services and entertainment, and enable them to develop and consume their own multimedia content for communication, leisure and learning. It will build applications for the signing system for: 

1.1 Television 

WP1: Television & Broadcast Transmission

1.2 Multimedia and the Internet

WP2 Multimedia and WWW Applications

1.3 Face-to-face transactions

WP3: Face-to-Face Transactions


	Detail progress 




	Objectives continued
	Progress towards achieving objectives

	It will in the Research Work Packages 

2 Develop systems for the generation, storage and transmission of virtual signing.  

3 Refine user-friendly methods for capturing signs 

(WP4 Animation and Modelling)

4 Create a machine-readable notation to describe sign-language gestures (hand, face and body) which can be used to retrieve stored gestures or to build them from low-level motion components.  

5 Use this descriptive language to produce tools that can translate from both speech and text into signing. 

(WP5 Language and Notation)

6 Trial and evaluate the Application prototypes

(WP6 Trials and Evaluation)

7 Ensure effective management, external communications and publicity for the project

(WP7 Project Management, External Communications and Publicity)
8 Ensure appropriate exploitation and dissemination of results

(WP8 Exploitation and Dissemination)

	WP 5

· HPSG modelling for D5-3 domain continued. Grammar development almost completed, lexicon work in progress.

· Tools for easier viewing of HamNoSys structures in the HPSG environment developed.




1.1 Deliverables

	Deliverable Code & Name  


	Month Originally planned
	Current view Revised Month
	Actual delivery

	Del No. 5-3
	Proto text-to-sign
	
	18
	19
	


4 - Dissemination / Promotional Information

4.2 Articles Published , Press coverage etc.
	Date and Type
	Details

	26.6.01 23:00 Eins Live (regional radio programme in West Germany)
	Julia Förster: Access - Spielregeln für das Leben im 21. Jahrhundert 

(Access: Rules of the game for living in the 21st century) speculates on the impact of Visicast technology for everyday life of the deaf.
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