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0 – Summary   Expand all tables as necessary
Main Achievements

· WP2: Release of new Weather Forecast Creator and Avatar Controls (with enhanced GUI).

· WP3: TESSA was featured on the BBC Children’s TV programme “Blue Peter”.
· WP4: Presentation at RNID Conference: Breaking the Sound Barrier.


Progress  towards implementing the Description of Work 

WP2 Weather Forecast Creator

· Release of new Weather Forecast Creator and Avatar Controls (with enhanced GUI).
· WP3: TESSA
· Software was developed for the second TESSA system evaluation.  Some of the development concentrated on doing experiments to find the optimum technique for distorting a video clip of a human signer.  The distorted clip is shown next to a clip of TESSA performing the same sign,  and then ask a subject to state their preference for either the video clip or for TESSA.  Hence TESSA’s performance can be recorded as being “equivalent to human performance at a distortion of X units”.  Software was also written to compare video sequences of signers with TESSA signing.  Software was also written to run tests, record results etc.

· The evaluations themselves were held at Consignia’s “Concept Store” from October 8th—24th.  

· Preparations were made to attend the COMDEX exhibition in Las Vegas.

· The Filmbox software was investigated with a view to doing motion-capture using this software.

· Deliverable 3.2 is being written.

· Research is continuing on methods to improve the accuracy of recognition of the “unconstrained” system.

· A preliminary study of methods for sign recognition has been made.

· WP4: Synthetic Animation

· Continuing work on: AnimGen (for D4-2, M5-11).
· Continuing work on: HamNoSysToSigning (BAF and VRML) (for D4-2).
· Continuing work on: dynamic BAF playing (for M5-11).
· WP4: Motion Capture from Video
· On assumption that the Point Distribution Model (PDM) could be improved by a careful choice of point positions, the number of points and ensuring that we analysed enough data, we employed students over the summer to record and markup large amounts of face video data.

· Detailed analysis of their results showed that a large part of the variance in the PDM is actually due to the difficulty of reliably placing the points manually. It happens that this observation is consistent with recent work reported in the September BMVC 2001. 

· Devised a new method of 'bootstrapping' the PDM using markers to replace the manual markup. This works hugely better. 

· WP5: Natural Language Processing
· Extensions to CMU linkage to DRS converter, additional links (corrections to 'how many' sentences and other mistakes, extension by modifiers of NP,VP, adj, adv, quantity, adding particle link to verb, possessive constractions) (ES) 

· Revised representation for quantification and plurals - modifications to DRS and DRStoHPSGsem generation followed through. (still ongoing revision) (ES/IM) 

· Finished CICLing paper, prepared TMI paper, prepared 0.5 paper with Stephen Cox. (ES/IM) 

· Background reading on conversational implicatures (possibly longer term relevance). (ES/IM) 

· Design and planning for DRS to Lingo sem. (IM) 
· Investigating ALE's empty category and alternative solutions to the existing pro-drop in Deliverable (ES) 
· 

Highlights/Participated Problems for next period



1 – Issues    
1.1 Objectives

Objectives
Progress towards achieving objectives

WP3: An unconstrained speech input system
• WP3: Sign recognition
System is officially finished and deliverable is being written.  However, research is continuing into improvement.

Preliminary study made and discussions have taken place with members of the computer vision group.

1.2/3 Deliverable/s this period

Deliverable Code & Name  
Month Originally planned
Current view Revised Month (*)
Actual delivery

Deliverable/ Milestone No 



 

Deliverable/Milestone  Name


Technical Achievement Description for that deliverable



Problem / Delays Description
Corrective Action

Describe issues or problems that might affect achievement, delay activities, deliverables or milestones
Corrective action envisaged to overcome the issue.  This should include the expected impact in terms of delays, quality and quantity of work.

1.4 Deviations from Work Package Plan. Complete for each deviation

WP No.
WP3
Deliverables effected
3-2


Action by date
Aug 2001

Describe  Deviation from plan:

Delay D3.2 by three months

Why are Deliverables not on schedule:

Delay of deliverable was planned last month.  System is now complete and deliverable is being written.

Describe possible solutions:

Deliverable will be delayed by a further week to mid-November.  This is two weeks later than the original date proposed in September 2001.

State proposed rationale for requested change:

Unforeseen extra effort.

Give pros
Cons

Excellent publicity for project obtained from Science Museum exhibition and also appearance on BBC’s “Blue Peter”.
Delay.  No onward effects to other parts of project.

Recommend one solution:



 2 – Contractual Arrangements

Serious problems requiring change of contract/consortium/description of work

 

3 - Project Meetings held 

Title
Date 
Location
Comments

WP3: Two meetings of UEA ViSiCAST team. 

UEA, Norwich


4 - Dissemination / Promotional Information

4.1 Conferences and/or Workshops attended/foreseen

Date
Title of conference/workshop
Title of presented Paper

October 
RNID: Breaking the Sound Barrier
Presentation in Plenary Session by Prof. Andrew Bangham.

4.2 Articles Published , Press coverage etc.

Date and Type
Details




5.4 Main results: Patents, guidelines, standards, prototypes, PhDs, Specs

Date and Type
Details




6 – Project Effort
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